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A Journal. May, 2022
From the Pastor’s Desk
Recently, I got to enjoy a week at the beach with Eli
and our dog, Atlas. We stayed at Janie Freeman’s
beach house at Oak Island, which she made available
in the youth auction last fall. It was cold, but we had
a blast. Above all, we rested. We breathed and stood
clear of the weekly push of email and dates and
times and places and things to do. It was a much
needed reprieve. Thank you, Janie!
Since our return, things look different. Things feel
more grounded. There is greater relaxation and ease.
Schedules and managing tasks are easier than in
recent weeks. Maybe it is because Lent and Holy
Week are always a time of fullness and after Easter
everything calms down. Maybe it is because the first
six months of any job – especially in a church – is a
time of learning an enormous amount about people
and history and stories. Whatever the reason, I am in
a different place after some sabbath rest.
It reminds me of times in the Biblical narrative when
going away brings everything into perspective.
Moses fled Egypt as a young man, took time away,
and when he returned to Egypt, he saw things
differently. He had a deeper sense of purpose,
clarity, and resolve. Of course, he then confronted
Pharaoh, endured the plagues, led the Exodus of the
people of God out of slavery, wandered 40 years in
the desert, and shepherded them to the Promised
Land. That was some sabbath! Moreover, Moses
took little bits of Sabbath along the way that helped
him have the energy and focus to endure such a
journey. It became so important, that honoring the
Sabbath made its way into the Ten Commandments!
Sabbath rest is a command from God.
(…continued on next page…)
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And More!

Church of Reconciliation
Presbyterian Church, USA
110 North Elliott Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
(919) 929-2127
E-mails:
allen@churchrec.org (Pastor)
churchrec@churchrec.org (Office)
karen@churchrec.org (MCY)
Website: www.churchrec.org
Facebook: facebook.com/ChurchRec
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Restoration, rest, time away all give us what we need
to recover from what has been and grant us what we
need to keep going. After the events of Easter, the
apostles ‘go fishing’ – a sabbath rest from what has
been, and Jesus feeds them breakfast on the shore –
nourishment to recover from a long night’s labor and
nourishment for the long journey ahead. Sabbath
grants us a reset of heart and mind to do the good
work God has called us to do. Time away gives us
the opportunity return to the familiar with new and
different eyes; to release the press and push of our
daily work.
We are on the cusp of summer, when things have the
opportunity to slow down, if we choose for it to slow
down! But we have to choose it. Sabbath is a
command from God, and yet, do we take it seriously
as such or do we just keep right on grinding? I want
to encourage us all this summer to rest, to breath, to
recover. Go away. Get clear of the fray. Be in new
space. Do no-thing for a week. Take sabbath like it
is a command from God Almighty! It will provide
rest you perhaps did not realize you needed as well
as new perspective, new energy, and greater resolve
for all that is God will be leading us to next.
Yours faithfully,
Rev. Allen C. Brimer

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES
9:30 AM on Sunday mornings
May 1st - Traditionally, the month of May has been
called “Mary’s Month.” On May 1, in honor of
“Mary’s Month,” Ann Loomis will lead an Adult
Education class on Mary Magdalene, the first person
to have seen the Risen Christ after the crucifixion.
We will explore how this story unfolded in the
Gospel of John and the implications it may have for
us today. Weather permitting, we will hold this
class in the church garden.
May 8 - Nancy Corson Carter and Ann Loomis will
use Sue Regier’s prepared notes as the basis to be
stand-by leaders of this class on Susanne Simard’s
book IN SEARCH OF THE MOTHER TREE.
Expect to discuss “Mothering” from personal (it’s
Mother’s Day!) to cosmic aspects. If you’d like to
learn something of Simard’s work, please see her 18minute TED talk on the web: “How trees talk to
each other.” "A forest is much more than what you
see," says ecologist Suzanne Simard. Her 30 years of
research in Canadian forests have led to an
astounding discovery -- trees talk, often and over
vast distances…. This class will be in the
Fellowship Hall and on Zoom.
May 15 – Earth Sabbath will be celebrated at New
Hope Camp and Conference center. Worship at 11
AM and zoom will not be available. See complete
details in our Wednesday email!
May 22 and 29 – Adult Education will meet in the
Fellowship Hall and be available by ZOOM in a
combined context at 9:30 AM on Sunday mornings
with Allen. We will use the scripture passage being
used in worship that day as a springboard for deeper
study, dialog, and personal reflection. The
reflections will lead into small group conversations
with a particular theme or question.
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Article in “The PHP Post” Presbyterian Hunger Program”, Spring, 2022 / www.pcusa.org
A Little Garden Fosters Big Community
- by Charron Andrews with Nancy Corson Carter, members of Church of Reconciliation
There had been a been a few dreamers who tossed around ideas for a community garden for the
PC(USA) Church of Reconciliation in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, but in 2018 Charron Andrews
dreamed one into reality. The fact that she’d had little previous gardening experience didn’t matter. She
received a grant from the Orange County Extension Service to community gardens, and CREW, or
Church of Reconciliation Elliott Woods Community Garden, was born.
Simple goals were established: to provide an opportunity to grow food, to show people how amazing
that process could be and to provide fresh produce for folks in the community. A basic rule was to show
kindness to the living world around it and hospitality to anyone who came to visit.
The garden’s first real shaping came when 10 to 12 people came out for a work day to build four raised
boxes, made from trees taken down to build the church’s fellowship hall. Soil and compost were added.
In the fall and winter of 2019 and 2020, more helpers constructed a fence. Bit by bit, plants, compost, a
wheelbarrow and other garden supplies came from varied sources.
Then in March 2020, the Coronavirus hit and most everything closed. Charron remembers that the
garden began to really come together during that summer when most people were staying home. They
made a storage cabinet for the nearby porch on the side of the parish house. Best of all for community
purposes, they set out garden furniture donated by friends. With indoor restrictions due to COVID-19,
the porch was well-used in 2020–21. If you walked by on any given day, you might see a small
committee meeting in progress, or the church’s pastor meeting with a member of the congregation.
While the garden has grown to fill much of the once all-grass quadrangle, there is still enough green
space for various events in that area. The Earth Care Committee met there, and a Carolina Garden
Coaching leader came to talk about gardening with young people. One small group came in the summer
to listen to live music.
At the same time, workers grew food. There were huge okra plants and a bounty of green peppers,
Malabar spinach, tomatoes, eggplant, ground cherries, squash and herbs. Basil was a favorite that
congregation members were encouraged to gather for themselves. There was even a little free produce
stand placed where vegetables were offered to passersby.
Charron says that the garden “certainly has been a source of God’s love and care for me,” and others
seem to have that same sense. Noting a woman who frequently came to sit on the porch and read with
one of the children from the apartments, Charron asked if they’d like to plant something.
They chose a baby watermelon that grew plump with sweetness, and a moonflower vine that later
decorated the fence with its exotic evening blooms.
When another woman learned of the small community garden at the church, she came over to see it and
fell in love. It reminded her of her own growing-up story that included living on a small farm. She
wanted to get her hands in the soil but had trouble reaching down to the raised beds.
Charron constructed a small waist-high box from supplies at hand and labeled it “Joyce’s Garden.” She
was delighted to be able to plant her own lettuce and greens. Now, in wintertime, Joyce reports that she
often dreams about the garden.
In 2022, a variety of plants are readying for spring. The coming of a new pastor, the Rev. Allen Brimer,
who is also a farmer, is an encouraging sign for new and continuing uses of the garden and its
surroundings at the Church of Reconciliation.
(…see photo on next page)

6

The garden began to really come together during the summer of 2020 when most people were staying
home. Donated garden furniture allowed for outdoor gatherings when indoor restrictions due to
COVID made traditional gatherings impossible. Photo courtesy of Church of Reconciliation.
*********************************************************************
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COVID Safety Policy for Sunday Worship Services
The Worship Committee has been tracking COVID numbers and considering the best timing for
moving to a mask-optional policy for worship. The COVID numbers for Orange and Durham counties
have been in the Low range and trending downward through the spring, with the exception of a brief
spike in mid-April. Additionally, based on the congregational survey, indications are that we have a
high rate of full vaccination within our congregation. All of the respondents to the recent survey–over
half of the congregation–reported being fully vaccinated and boosted, which helps protect everyone.
Based on the Worship Committee’s recommendation, Session voted to adopt the following COVID
Safety Policy for Sunday Worship.
Since our area is currently recovering from a spike in cases, we will move to a mask-optional policy
for worship when the COVID-19 Community Levels in Orange and Durham counties return to the
Low category for two weeks in a row, with a decrease in case rate numbers from the first Friday to the
next.
Ongoing decisions about masking and other precautions will be made based on the CDC Community
Levels in Orange and Durham Counties each Friday, since numbers are updated on Thursdays. The
most current numbers can always be found at CDC COVID Data Tracker. As long as we remain in the
Low category (as defined by the CDC in COVID-19 Community Levels | CDC), masking will be
optional. When Community Levels rise to a Medium or High level, masking will be required and
sanctuary doors will be opened for ventilation during worship services.
Even when we go to mask optional, both masks and hand sanitizer will still be available in the
narthex each week. We will continue to open sanctuary doors for ventilation and limit congregational
singing for a month after the first mask-optional Sunday. Assuming numbers stay low, a return to
communion by intinction would be the next phase (after full congregational singing has been
reinstated for a few weeks), with individual wafer/ juice packets still available for those who prefer
them. We will also be livestreaming weekly worship for those who are not yet comfortable being there
in person.
Additional Specifics:
• Vaccines, including the booster shots, remain remarkably effective at preventing serious
illness. We encourage all eligible persons to stay up to date on their vaccines for the common
good as well as for their personal health.
• Facemasks are always welcomed. Along with social distancing, masks (especially N-95s) have
proven extremely effective at preventing infection by the wearer in situations when other
people are unmasked.
• For members who are still unsure about worshiping unmasked in person, we suggest sitting in
the back row of the circle toward the front of the sanctuary, where it should be easier to
distance yourself from others. When the chairs are arranged in rows we suggest sitting in the
section nearest the garden.

Sunday Worship Service
If you missed a worship service
or want to see something again,
visit our YouTube channel, click here.
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April 20, 2022
Expenditures
$4,000.00 Check to CWS
$1,084.65 TROSA – moving company – furniture to
families
$1,145.45 PODS – rental for furniture storage
$ 98.99 Banner
$ 140.00 Boxspring to go with donated mattress
$ 350.00 Offset correction
$6,819.09

To the Session:
Here is the final tallying of the Afghan Resettlement
Project. With Pastor Allen taking in a late donation
of a rocking chair, all accounts are now closed.
In sum, we resettled 14 Afghanis in three houses,
one in Durham, one in Chapel Hill, and one in
Burlington. All the goods we collected were stored
at Chapel in the Pines, and that which we didn't use
in our resettling has been donated to Love Chatham,
an organization that works with the homeless in
Chatham county.

Funds Remaining
$8,592.12 Mission will disburse to CWS in April
$
00.00 Afghan fund will close.
The remaining funds have been distributed to CWS.

The final tally of cash donated:
Afghan Refugees Resettlement
Income
$9,225.00 CITP donors
$5,836.21 Church of the Reconciliation donors
$ 350.00 Offset correction (to match with restricted
account figures)
$15,411.21

The final tally of the gift cards donated:
All remaining gift cards were donation to Church
World Service. The amount totals are accurate, the
exact internal division of the funds is estimated, as
some paperwork was lost, and the amount remaining
on the Food Lion cards is approximate.
Table 1

Afghan Resettlement
Project at the Church
of Reconciliation

Date

Name

Gift card name Amount Cash/check

12/5

Target

$50.00

12/12

Lowes

25

12/12

Check

12/12

Food Lion

400

12/12

Walmart

100

12/12

Cash

12/20

Food Lion
Aldi

1/19

Totals

400

100
150
50
775

500

Expenditures
3/10 Babbie + Stu

Food Lion

-140

Walmart

-60

Left at site

Food Lion

-110

Left at site

Walmart

-40

Church World Service
https://cwsglobal.org/

To CWS
To project funding

-425

Total

500
-775
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MAY RESPONSIBILITY SCHEDULE:
Worship at 11:00 AM on Sunday mornings in Sanctuary and via Zoom
If you have a conflict with this schedule – please call others on the list and make a swap. Then inform
the church office of these changes at 919-929-2127 or churchrec@churchrec.org. THANKS!
ELDER-ON-CALL
1st Alex Hawkins
8th Jeep Morrison
15th Charlie Bowers
22nd Charron Andrews
29th Kate Scott

FLOWERS

GREETERS

1st Helen Maxwell
8th Sandra Burt
15th Erik & Libby Johnson
22nd Cindy Covington
29th Jeff & Cheryl Chambers

1st Ann Stuart, Helen Maxwell
8th Willie & Sandra Burt
15th Erik & Libby Johnson
22nd Edwin Caldwell, Cindy Covington
29th Jeff & Cheryl Chambers

LITURGIST
1st Courtney Chàvez
8th Youth
15th Nancy Corson Carter
22nd Helen Maxwell
29th Sheri Sky

OFFERING COUNTERS
1st Sandra Burt, Jeff Chambers
15th Sandra Burt, David Robinson
29th Jim Spaeth, Alex Hawkins

LOCK-UP
CAREGIVERS
1st Kristin Bowers, Molly Farrow
8th Bill & Charron Andrews
15th Sandra Burt, Sarah Stitsinger
22nd John & Pat Hartwell
29th Jeannie Goguen, Robbie Blue

1st Chris Lutes
8th Pat & John Hartwell
15th New Hope Camp
22nd Chris Lutes
29th Jordan Haywood

CHANCEL SET-UP
1st Meri-Li Douglas
8th Howard Carter
15th Sandra Burt
22nd Courtney Chàvez
29th Helen Maxwell

REC TECH TEAM
1st Michael Jokich, Alex Gordon
8th Jess Bowers, Courtney Chàvez
15th Jess Bowers, Alex Gordon
22nd Anne Lutes, Eli Brimer
29th Anne Lutes, Colleen Boatright

MUSICIANS
1st Dale Herman
8th Akiko Haywood
15th New Hope Camp
22ndDale Herman
29th Akiko Haywood

During the month of May please contact staff
by email or phone. See our schedule below:
2022 SESSION and DEACONS
Session:
Charron Andrews, Charlie Bowers (Youth),
Babbie Cameron, Craig Carlson, Kurt Elia,
Alex Hawkins, Carolyn Ikenberry,
Jeep Morrison, Kate Scott, Beth Welton
Clerk of Session: Sandra Burt
Deacons:
Bill Andrews, Cindy Covington, Mary Anne
Dooley, Catrina Elia, Helen Maxwell, Patricia
Sawin, Ann Stuart, Kate Scott (Session Liaison)

Allen’s Rec Office Hours:
Mon-Thur, 9 AM – 12 Noon, and by appointment
(allen@churchrec.org ; 919-929-2127; 919-972-9506)
Karen’s Office Hours:
Rec Office: Tues/Thurs 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Home Office: Wed 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
(karen@churchrec.org; 309-369-8368)
JoAnn’s Office Hours:
Home Office: Mon/Wed/Fri, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
(churchrec@churchrec.org; 919-724-9171
- text is best - then I will return your call)
Rec Office: Tue / Thu, 9:00 AM – 12:30 PM
(churchrec@churchrec.org; 919-929-2127)

May, 2022
SUN

MON

TUE

1
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School
(Rec Garden)

2

3

THUR
4

8
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School
(FH or Zoom)

Learning Bridges

6:00 PM (FH)

11:00 AM Sunday Worship
(Sanctuary or Zoom)

11

15

(No Zoom available today)
11:00 AM Earth Care Worship
at New Hope Camp Brassissimo! will be playing Worship followed by a
picnic lunch and fellowship!

22
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School
(FH or Zoom)

Learning Bridges

Blast 12:00 Noon

6:00 PM (FH)

Learning Bridges 6PM

Deadline for Mid-Week
Announcements 10 AM

29

30

9:30 AM Adult Sunday School

Learning Bridges

11:00 AM Sunday Worship
(Sanctuary or Zoom)

6:00 PM (FH)
Deadline for Mid-Week
Announcements 10 AM

18 Deacons

Friday Email Blast
12:00 Noon

Blast 12:00 Noon

19

21

Earthcare
7:00 PM (Zoom)
Weekly Email Deadline
is 10 AM on Thursday

25

26
MCY 6:30 PM

Learning Bridges

20

6:30 PM (Zoom)

JPC 7:00 PM (Zoom)

23 Mid-Week Email 24
6:00 PM (FH)

14

RecTech 7:00 PM

Mid-Week Email

Learning Bridges

11:00 AM Sunday Worship
(Sanctuary or Zoom)

Weekly Email Deadline
is 10 AM on Thursday

Personnel 5 PM(Zoom)

16 Election Day 17

Rec Men’s Group
2 PM (PHL)

13

Learning Bridges 6PM

Newsletter
Deadline 10:00 AM

Deadline for Mid-Week
Announcements 10 AM

12

Blast 12:00 Noon

RPC 4 PM (Zoom)
Deadline for Mid-Week
Announcements 10 AM

7

Weekly Email Deadline
is 10 AM on Thursday

6:00 PM (FH)

9 Mid-Week Email 10

6
Friday Email Blast
12:00 Noon

Learning Bridges
Deadline for Mid-Week
Announcements 10 AM

SAT

5

Blast 12:00 Noon

6:00 PM (FH)

12:00 PM – 1:30 PM Youth (YR)

FRI

Mid-Week Email

Learning Bridges

11:00 AM Sunday Worship
(Sanctuary or Zoom)

Earth Care Sunday

WED

6:00 PM (FH)

L & S 6:30 PM
(FH & Zoom)

Session
6:30 PM (Zoom)

Weekly Email Deadline
is 10 AM on Thursday

Friday Email Blast
12:00 Noon

27

28

Friday Email Blast
12:00 Noon

JoAnn away
May 27 – June 6

Rec Craft Circle
1:00 PM (Zoom)

Karen away
May 30 – June 4

31
Mid-Week Email

Join us on Sunday mornings for

Blast 12:00 Noon

Worship at 11:00 AM!

Learning Bridges

Join us in the Sanctuary or on Zoom!

6:00 PM (FH)

NOTE: The deadline for getting articles or calendar events in to the church office for the June Reconciler will be
Monday, May 16th. You may leave a message, email or fax at your convenience! (churchrec@churchrec.org)
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LET’S DO THE NUMBERS…”
Each month, Session will report key financial data about our church’s budget.
March 2022 revenue = $47,385.01
March 2022 expenses = $28,580.71
January – March 2022 revenue = $118,191.46
January – March 2022 expenses = $79,679.57
If you have questions, please be in touch with Kurt Elia, Session Liaison to Finance Committee, or Finance
Committee Chair Jim Spaeth.

ON-LINE GIVING AT THE REC
You can now give securely online to the Church of Reconciliation via the Tithe.ly app (or
scan the QR code). Simply navigate to https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app on your
smartphone to download the app. We also have a button on the church’s website, as well. Once
you download the app, simply search for “Church of Reconciliation PCUSA.” Note you can
currently direct your gift either to “General Offering and Pledges” or to “Blue Jar Mission.”
The app collects a small fee from the church from each transaction so please also note you have
the option of covering the fee, which will increase your donation by approximately 3%. You
can watch a short information video on Tithe.ly at this website: https://vimeo.com/195985593.

Church of Reconciliation
110 North Elliott Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
(919) 929-2127
Web Page: www.churchrec.org

Please join us on Sunday mornings for
Worship in the Sanctuary or on Zoom Live Stream at 11:00 AM!
Website: www.churchrec.org

FaceBook: facebook.com/ChurchRec

Phone: (919) 929-2127
Staff E-mails: allen@churchrec.org (Pastor Allen)
karen@churchrec.org (Karen); churchrec@churchrec.org (JoAnn)

