Inside…

A Journal. June, 2022
Church of Reconciliation family,
As you may be aware, I am traveling to Israel in a couple
of weeks to tour the Holy Land, and I want to share with
you more about the upcoming trip.
The trip is a joint venture of Beth El Synagogue, a
conservative congregation, and Trinity Avenue
Presbyterian Church, a progressive congregation, both in
Durham. The trip was originally planned three years ago.
At that time, Farm Church, my previous congregation,
both had a garden across the street from Beth El, where I
developed relationships, and had an office in the Trinity
Avenue building. My friend, Rev. Dr. Katie Crowe,
invited me to go with the group, and I signed up at that
time - three years ago. Then COVID hit, and the trip was
canceled. Last summer, efforts for the trip were renewed,
and I recommitted before I began working at The Church
of Reconciliation. Subsequently, I asked the Session’s
permission to go on the trip, which was graciously granted
at the November 2021 meeting.
I have been excited about this trip for a number of
reasons, some of which may be obvious. First, this is an
opportunity to do something wonderful that I have
dreamed about for many years. Further, I am excited to go
with friends and colleagues whom I admire and respect.
Second, I am a pastor! I have been reading about and
studying these places across Galilee and Judea for nearly
thirty years. To go there and see them is a spiritual
pilgrimage that I hope will inform my work as a teacher of
the scriptures and a practitioner of my Christian faith,
which I pray will also enhance my ministry with you.
Another reason I am excited for the trip is that I am a
college faculty member, and I teach the World’s
Religions as well as Old Testament and New
Testament online for a community college in Kentucky.
This trip will be an opportunity to take photos and videos
of the actual places about which I am teaching and will
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enhance the presentation of key materials in my
courses. Furthermore, the opportunity to do a trip
dedicated to interfaith understanding with Jews and
Christians alike will be an opportunity to nuance an
academic understanding of these faiths and the
importance of these holy sites for people of faith who
have for centuries learned and struggled to share this
holy space.
I am also impressed by the commitment of the trip’s
organizers to prioritize and maintain a safe space for
open dialog about the ongoing conflict between Israelis
and Palestinians. I come to that conversation with
curiosity and much to learn. The tour company may
serve its own commercial interests by presenting a
positive view of Israel, but I look forward to being a
part of a tour group that is listening carefully and
evaluating critically what is shown and not shown
about the history of and present conditions in IsraelPalestine. In short, I expect to be an active, vocal
participant and a responsible, inquisitive learner.

the Israel-Palestine conflict. The first is: The Report of
the Middle East Study Committee and the Report of
the Middle East Monitoring Group. Each report was
approved by the PCUSA’s General Assembly in 2010
& 2012, respectively. You can find the reports at:
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/
pdf/middle-east-study-2010-2012.pdf.
Our
own
Rebecca Reyes was on the team that performed the
study and wrote the reports for the denomination.
An additional and more recent paper is entitled: IsraelPalestine: For Human Values in the Absence of a
Just Peace. You may find it at:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wpcontent/uploads/ga-2016-Is-Pal.pdf
I have also refreshed myself on The Church of
Reconciliation’s interest and efforts on these issues.
Our Salaam Shalom group has extensive information
from a Pro-Palestinian point of view on the church’s
website at: https://www.churchrec.org/about-8-1.

Additionally, and perhaps most importantly, I am
looking forward to this trip because I believe that the
work of reconciliation includes accompanying those
with whom we disagree to better understand, to build
trust and mutual respect, and to address the questions
of justice and peace in a context where those
conversations can be had thoughtfully and critically. I
believe that advancements in understanding require
conservatives and progressives to share first-hand
experience on which to base genuine dialog. This trip
seems to open a door for such dialog, and as the pastor
of The Church of Reconciliation, I believe I should
lead by example.

Also in preparation, I am beginning to collect my own
questions for the trip, and I would like to ask for your
help. You are invited to share the questions you would
take on such a trip if you were taking it. I would be
grateful for your input. You may add your questions to
the Google Doc I have created:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ddHgwaeGrR8p
ybcCIM18VXXdMmlw2pKOnzOnfwDISHI/edit?usp=
sharing. Please go to the bottom of the document and
add your questions along with your name to indicate
who shared them. I cannot promise that I will get to
ask them all or that I will come back with clear
responses to them, but they will inform my awareness
as I go. Thank you!

I recognize that the Church of Reconciliation’s justice
and peace work has a long, vibrant history of standing
in solidarity with the Palestinians in the conflict with
Israel. As your pastor, I respect that history and the
conscientious commitments of those in the Church
who have taken public stands in support of the
Palestinian case for justice. I am fortunate that my
congregation’s work on these issues can inform my
outlook as I go to the Holy Land.

Finally, I look forward to the opportunity to share the
trip with you one Sunday after church upon my return.
Many of you who have been to the Holy Land have
shared your enthusiasm and have said repeatedly that it
will ‘change the way you see things.’ Well, that is why
I am going, and I look forward to sharing with you the
ways in which ‘the scales fell from my eyes.’ Thank
you for your support, encouragement, and prayers!

My hope, overall, is to learn and understand, and I
believe this trip – between two groups of people with
different faiths and different outlooks - paves the way
for future trips and efforts to go more deeply and
directly into our shared scriptures as well as the
religious and political realities that we believe demand
justice and deserve peace.
In preparation, I have been reading, and I want to share
some resources with you, if you are interested in
learning more too. First are the informative and
nuanced resources from our denomination addressing

Faithfully yours,
Rev. Allen C. Brimer
Pastor
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FROM THE SESSION
Video of April Session Highlights:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VLixDWKC8fOx8
KbUPedwgocfAiLZnXwh/view?usp=sharing
Approved March Session Minutes:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DdBPu3r0fd
WflP5EpfVhbyhSf_M6xu1lfLIz1OgKGw/edit?usp=sharing

WEAR ORANGE! On Sunday, June 5,
the Reconciliation Peace Community (RPC)
is asking those attending worship, either inperson or on Zoom, to wear the color orange in
observance of Gun Violence Awareness
weekend. This is an annual event to remember
those who have lost their lives to gun
violence. For those who need an orange tassel,
one will be provided for you by RPC on this
particular Sunday. The Church of Reconciliation
has supported the work of the Presbyterian Peace
Fellowship and the Peacemaking Program, and
after much dialogue and discernment by our own
congregation, the Church of Reconciliation
declared, "No Guns in God's House."

POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN ASSEMBLY
IN WASHINGTON ON JUNE 18
Please join us on June 18 as we change the moral
narrative in our country and work to end systemic
racism and poverty and protect the earth. We plan
on filling a bus in our parking lot. To sign up for a
seat on the bus go to: https://rally.co/poor-peoplesassembly/from/north-carolina. Click on Start, select
Chapel Hill, click on Book and follow the links.
There is a promo code that people who cannot afford
the bus fare can use for a free seat. To access that or
with questions, you can send an email/write to
northcarolina@poorpeoplescampaign.org. The bus
is not restricted to Rec members so invite your
friends. There will also be a virtual gathering in the
fellowship hall for people who cannot travel to DC.

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES
9:30 AM on Sunday mornings
June 5 and 26 Adult Education will meet in the Fellowship Hall
and be available by ZOOM in a combined context at
9:30 AM on Sunday mornings with Allen. We will
use the scripture passage being used in worship that
day as a springboard for deeper study, dialog, and
personal reflection. The reflections will lead into
small group conversations with a particular theme or
question.

REC PRAYER CHAIN
To request prayers for you, your family, friends,
or people whose paths you cross, email Jo Anne
Peterson and Robbie Blue at this email address
recprayerchain@gmail.com with the prayer request.
They will send it out to the prayer chain via email.
To be added to the prayer chain and join your sisters
and brothers in this powerful witness, just email Jo
Anne and Robbie at the above address and ask to be
added.

Sunday Worship Service
If you missed a worship service
or want to see something again,
visit our YouTube channel, click here.
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GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION
Sunday June 5th is Gun Violence Prevention Day and we are reminding the congregation to WEAR
ORANGE!! And hoping this article gets us to thinking about something we could do about it, even in a
small way.
— Liz Evans
JOIN THE DISARMING NETWORK OF CONGREGATIONS
September 2021 the NRA marked the 150th anniversary of its existence and the achievement of its goal
of “guns everywhere.” We now have approximately 400 million guns in civilian hands. 150 years of the
NRA has created a world where gun industry profits matter more than human lives.
It is time for the church to say: Enough.
Every day in the United States, over 100 people die from gun violence and another 200 are shot and
wounded. As followers of Jesus, we are called to interrupt this violence and embody the way of
peace.
The United States has a gun problem because so many of us have been deceived by gun industry
marketing about what a gun will do for us and our family. We imagine a gun as the guardian of our
home and loved ones, rather than the standing invitation to harm, loss, and grief it much more often
proves to be. We often put our faith in guns rather than in God and community.
This September, as a counter testimony, PPF launched its Guns2Gardens campaign.
Our vision is to create a network of congregations across the country that have an ongoing ministry of
disarming unwanted guns. Our model is the nonprofit organization RAWtools, who for almost ten years
has been working to disarm guns and forge the scrap pieces into garden tools.
We can say NO MORE and begin creating a different world. A world that embodies the vision of the
prophet Isaiah — where swords will be beaten into plowshares and children will no longer learn the
way of violence.
PPF is asking you join with other congregations across the United States to host a disarming
event at your church.
•

Invite people in your church or community to safely surrender guns that they no longer want —
all you need is a chop saw

•

Pray with or listen to the story of the person bringing the unwanted gun.

•

Send the scrap parts to RAWtools to be made into garden tools or art.

Sign up for a Guns to Gardens Action Circle to learn more.
Move your congregation from passion and study to action by signing up for the next action circle which
will offer support and training for your community to host its first disarming event. The action circles
are a commitment of a series of sessions which will help you to bring your congregation on board,
guide you through logistical concerns, and prepare you to care for those who will bring firearms for
disarming.
SIGN UP FOR NEXT GUNS TO GARDENS ACTION CIRCLE: August 2022 Date Options TBA
Take Action
Read the good words of author, David Frum, in his article in The Atlantic
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JUNE RESPONSIBILITY SCHEDULE:
Worship at 11:00 AM on Sunday mornings in Sanctuary and via Zoom
If you have a conflict with this schedule – please call others on the list and make a swap. Then inform
the church office of these changes at 919-929-2127 or churchrec@churchrec.org. THANKS!
ELDER-ON-CALL
th

5 Kurt Elia
12th Carolyn Ikenberry
19th Craig Carlson
26th Babbbie Cameron

LITURGIST
5th Mary Seed
12th TBD
19th John Peterson
26th Allen Wilcox

CAREGIVERS
5th Diana Barefoot &
Geoffrey Manley
12th Jo Anne Peterson,
Margaret Barrett
19th Doris Murrell, Beth Welton
26th TBD

FLOWERS

GREETERS

th

5th Catrina Elia, Ellen Davis
12th Kristin Bowers, Mary Anne Dooley
19th Willie & Sandra Burt
26th Patricia Sawin, Gene Johnson

5 Catrina Elia
12th Kristin Bowers
19th Sandra Burt
26th Patricia Sawin

OFFERING COUNTERS
12th Jeff Chambers, Jeannie Goguen
22nd Lisa Anthony, David Robinson

LOCK-UP
5th Gene Johnson
12th Jeep Morrison &
Mary Anne Dooley
19th Alex & Ann Gordon
26th Charron Andrews

CHANCEL SET-UP
5th Gene Johnson
12th Sharon Mujica
19th Alex Gordon
26th Libby Johnson

REC TECH TEAM
5th Jess Bowers, Alex Gordon
12th Jess Bowers, Allison Scott
19th Michael Jokich, Alex Gordon
26th Anne Lutes, Allison Scott

MUSICIANS
5th Dale Herman
12th Dan Mason
19th Akiko Haywood
26th Dale Herman

During the month of June please contact staff
by email or phone. See our schedule below:
2022 SESSION and DEACONS
Session:
Charron Andrews, Charlie Bowers (Youth),
Babbie Cameron, Craig Carlson, Kurt Elia,
Alex Hawkins, Carolyn Ikenberry,
Jeep Morrison, Kate Scott, Beth Welton
Clerk of Session: Sandra Burt
Deacons:
Bill Andrews, Cindy Covington, Mary Anne
Dooley, Catrina Elia, Helen Maxwell, Patricia
Sawin, Ann Stuart, Kate Scott (Session Liaison)

Allen’s Rec Office Hours:
Mon-Thur, 9 AM – 12 Noon, and by appointment
(allen@churchrec.org ; 919-929-2127; 919-972-9506)
Karen’s Office Hours:
Rec Office: Tues/Thurs 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Home Office: Wed 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
(karen@churchrec.org; 309-369-8368)
JoAnn’s Office Hours:
Home Office: Mon/Wed/Fri, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
(churchrec@churchrec.org; 919-724-9171
- text is best - then I will return your call)
Rec Office: Tue / Thu, 9:00 AM – 12:30 PM
(churchrec@churchrec.org; 919-929-2127)

June, 2022
SUN

MON

TUE

WED
1

Join us on Sunday mornings for

6
Learning Bridges

9:30 AM Adult Sunday School
(FH or Zoom)

6:00 PM (FH)

7

11:00 AM Sunday Worship
(Sanctuary or Zoom)

Deadline for Mid-Week
Announcements 10 AM

12

8

9

Mid-Week Email

6:00 PM (FH)

13 Mid-Week Email 14

3

10
VBS 4-8 PM
(FH / SN)

Weekly Email Deadline
is 10 AM on Wednesday

15

11:00 AM Sunday Worship
(Sanctuary or Zoom)

Learning Bridges

6:00 PM (FH)

RPC 4 PM (Zoom)

Deadline for Mid-Week
Announcements 10 AM

19
11:00 AM Sunday Worship
(Sanctuary or Zoom)

16

6:00 PM (FH)
Deadline for Mid-Week
Announcements 10 AM

9:30 AM Adult Sunday School
11:00 AM Sunday Worship
(Sanctuary or Zoom)

22

Blast 12:00 Noon

6:00 PM (FH)
JPC
7:00 PM (Zoom)

23
MCY 6:30 PM

Learning Bridges

26 Rec Men’s Group 27 Mid-Week Email 28
2 PM (PHL)

Deacons
6:30 PM (Zoom)

Personnel 5 PM(Zoom) Weekly Email Deadline
is 10 AM on Wednesday
RecTech 7:00 PM

20 Mid-Week Email 21
Learning Bridges

Newsletter Deadline
10:00 AM

Weekly Email Deadline
is 10 AM on Wednesday

29

17

Learning Bridges

6:00 PM (FH)

6:00 PM (FH)

Deadline for Mid-Week
Announcements 10 AM

Session
6:30 PM (Zoom)

Allen away
June 11 - 23

L & S 5:30 PM
(FH & Zoom)

18
Bus to DC for
Moral March

Gathering Place for
Those Who Can’t
Friday Email Blast
Travel to DC
12:00 Noon
8:00 AM – Noon (FH)

24
Friday Email Blast
12:00 Noon
Rec Craft Circle
1:00 PM (Zoom)

30

Blast 12:00 Noon

Learning Bridges

11

Friday Email Blast
12:00 Noon

Blast 12:00 Noon
Learning Bridges 6PM

4

Friday Email Blast
12:00 Noon

Blast 12:00 Noon
Learning Bridges

SAT

2

Karen away
May 30 – June 4

Join us in the Sanctuary or on Zoom!

5

FRI

JoAnn away
May 27 – June 6

Worship at 11:00 AM!

Wear Orange to Church
for Gun Violence Awareness

THUR

Weekly Email Deadline
is 10 AM on Wednesday

NOTE: The deadline for getting articles or calendar events in to the church office for the July Reconciler will be
Monday, June 15th. You may leave a message, email or fax at your convenience! (churchrec@churchrec.org)
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LET’S DO THE NUMBERS…”
Each month, Session will report key financial data about our church’s budget.
April 2022 revenue = $31,610.97
April 2022 expenses = $26,694.94
January – April 2022 revenue = $149,802.43
January – April 2022 expenses = $106,644.51
If you have questions, please be in touch with Kurt Elia, Session Liaison to Finance Committee, or Finance
Committee Chair Jim Spaeth.

ON-LINE GIVING AT THE REC
You can now give securely online to the Church of Reconciliation via the Tithe.ly app (or
scan the QR code). Simply navigate to https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app on your
smartphone to download the app. We also have a button on the church’s website, as well. Once
you download the app, simply search for “Church of Reconciliation PCUSA.” Note you can
currently direct your gift either to “General Offering and Pledges” or to “Blue Jar Mission.”
The app collects a small fee from the church from each transaction so please also note you have
the option of covering the fee, which will increase your donation by approximately 3%. You
can watch a short information video on Tithe.ly at this website: https://vimeo.com/195985593.

Church of Reconciliation
110 North Elliott Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
(919) 929-2127
Web Page: www.churchrec.org

Please join us on Sunday mornings for
Worship in the Sanctuary or on Zoom Live Stream at 11:00 AM!
Website: www.churchrec.org

FaceBook: facebook.com/ChurchRec

Phone: (919) 929-2127
Staff E-mails: allen@churchrec.org (Pastor Allen)
karen@churchrec.org (Karen); churchrec@churchrec.org (JoAnn)

